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i. Prior to 4 September 1953, the 31 st Mtz Hv Arty Brig wes staticued st Vyskew
(P 50/N 71) and was subordinaste directly t& the 2d Military Distriet.. 25X1

j

[The brigade was quartered in low brick tuildings in ‘the northern scetion of
the cantonment on the ncrtheastern perimeter of Dedige (P 50/M 61), .

2. The brigede was organized into the brigade headquarters, three battalicns, one
headquarters battery and one NGO school., Fech battalion consisted of three tatterises.
"The brigede also included ome survey battalion of 200 or 300 men whick had the designa.

tion gericka delostrelecka jednotka (artillery survey ovmit) (MDJ). The lst, 2d and 33
Batteries of the lat Bn were organized into one headquarters platoon, one signael
platoen end one gun platoon. Bach of the gun platoons of the 24 and 30 Bitries had
four, and the gun platoon of the lst Bitry hed two model 37-5 (S for Soviet) 152-mm
guns which were towed by Tstre~111l trucks. ;::]25x1'

|The batteries

of the Ist Bn nuumbered 50 o 60 Czeche and Slowvaks. The orgsnizstion of the 28 Bn

and, rresumably, that of the 3d Bn, corresponded to ‘that of the 1st Bn. A1l battelions

had 152-mm gums. The NCO school of the brigede was orgenized into one headgquarters

platoon, one signal platocn and onme gun platoon apd totalled about 125 men. The ’

aoldiers of the headquarters platoon were equipped with medel 98-N rifleg, old 25X1

light machine guns. old SOViTt pistole and four bazookas with electric fuzes.

the bazookas which he could not specify were a moderniz--
ed model of the ranzerfaust of the former CJermen Army. The signal platoon of the
HCO schocl was equipped with £ield telephories and swall radio seis, No radio itrucks
were observed. The guns for the scheool were detached by the.lst Bn.

3. Officers of the brigade hendquarters included Colonel Frantisek Vitek, commander;
Lieutenant Colonel Oldrich Bedrnik, deputy brigade commender and, simultsneously,
commander of the lst Bn; Major Kratochvil (frmu), chief of staff; Senior Lisutenant

Sural{fnu), political officer; Major Cerny {(fru), supply officery Lieutensnt
Liska (fnu), observation officer; Lieutensnt Saframek (fnu), moter transport officer;
Lientenant Koudela (fmm), survey officer; Senior lieuterant David {fmu), signal
officer; Lisutenant Xoremek (fmu}, chemical warfare officer; Senior Lieutenant
Svoboda (fnu), chief of supply; JunicrLieutenant Ruzicka (fnu), athletics officer;
and Captain Vorac (fnu), brigade medical officer. Semfor Iieutenant Miroslav Nechutny
wag in charge of the NGO school. Major Kopecky {frnu) was the commandsr of the survey
battalion. Officers of the lst Bn headquarters included Captain Adamek (fnu), dpput;ésxj
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commender, and Liewtenart Hurta (fuu), chief of ataff. The lat, 2d 'and 3d Btiries
ware commended by Senior Lieutenant Bubenik (fimu), Senior Lieutenant Frachazks
(fru) and Senior lieutenant Brezina (fnu), A1} platoon lenders within the
battories were ~fficers. The 2d 8n was commanded by Eajor Godas {fnu), and_the
Jd Bn by Major Jureek (fou), whose chief of staff was Captain Xasa {(fau).

No Soviet ofiiesrs were observed with the brigade. :

\an_ artillery gurvey unit whose superior neadquerters was unde~

termined wes quartered in the Zizke Barracks cn the east side of the Prostejov
(P 50/¥ 72) road on the northeastern verimeter of Vyskov. From 10 to 12 low
builiing. south of the guartering area of the 3lst Brdg in the Dedicemniorment
were occupied by a tank school (tankave uciliste). Numerous armored vehicles

were sheltered in the terrain 2 to 2.5 lm novrth of the c&ntomnm’;hg
[this ipstellation as the tankodrom.

Only individval armored vehicles were observed in the area of the %antonmntn
one 152-mm 5P gun and some Cromwell and Fanther tanks.

Aceording to a decree by the War Departarent published in August 1953 the rank of
senior captain in the Czechoslovekizn irmed Forces wes abollighed. Goneral Males
(fnu) was mentioned during instruction as Chief of Artillery Troops in
Czechoslovakia. 4

mpent. It is believed that this GHR artillery brigade was activated after
the deactivation of the artillery division. The T/0 of the brigade doer not
correspond to that of & compareble Soviet army artillery brigade, which, in
addition to an AT regiment, includes an artilliery regiment with only twenty-four
152«mm howitzers. .

Comnent. The officers are reported for the Firat time.

Sommexnt, ‘ ,one tank regiment of the 13th
Mocz Div and the militery academy for tank troops are carrvied im Vyskov. It is
believed that most of the tanks available are Soviet models.

by Gopment. The abolitlon of the rank of genlor captain is confirmed. Army

Gorps General Malec (fnu) is known as Artillery Inspector or &rtillery Commander-
~in-Chief with the MNO.
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